
 

 
 



W 
ith a rare milestone  

beckoning at next week’s 

NZRL Schools Nationals, 

two-time defending  

champions Kelston BHS have found  

history has a way of looking after its 

own. 

Since the tournament began in 1994, only 

one other school has captured back-to-back 

crowns, with St Paul’s College reeling off sev-

en between 2004-10. 

So, if Kelston want to stretch their own run to 

a third title, their biggest obstacle will likely 

be the crosstown adversaries that have set 

the benchmark for NZ schoolboy rugby 

league. 

St Paul’s have accounted for 15 of those 21 

national tournaments, but their dynasty has 

given way to one of college sport’s most fierce 

rivalries, with Kelston holding in the edge in 

recent seasons. 

With victory in last weekend’s Auckland 

schools final, the pendulum has swung back 

towards St Paul’s this season. 

“We love to beat each other,” reflects Kelston 

BHS coach Phil Gordon. “There’s a lot of  

familiarity between boys from both schools, 

because they play club football together. 

“You know what it’s like when you play 

your mates - it ramps up the intensity 

in the contest. 

“But just look at their record over the 

past 21 years.  

“Our goal is simply to be  

consistently good and compete against 

the best.” 

Gordon has found that consistency 

hard to come by in 2015, with so 

many other commitments tugging at 

his players. 

Not only has he had to cope with  

the usual challenges of senior  

players leaving school, there are  
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D 
o you have any idea what you 

want to do when you leave 

school? 

That’s probably one of the most 

important questions you’ll ever have to  

answer in your life and, unfortunately, we 

can’t all be NRL stars.  

NZRL wants to help our players find the right 

career pathway, on the field or off it. 

The NZRL National Secondary Schools  

Tournament will feature a trades expo,  

offering a range of exhibitors, fun activities, 

and advice on planning a successful future. 

Got A Trade? Got It Made! Is a partner in the 

NZRL youth elite programme, helping  

school-leavers into apprenticeships that “earn 

while you learn”. 

Take advantage of their knowledge by  

pre-registering through sophiec@skills.org.nz, 

or visit the Skills or Competenz stands to  

register at a time that suits. 

Others featuring at the trade expo include 

Auckland University of Technology, NZ  

Defence Force, NZ Warriors, It’s Not OK! and 

Te Wanaanga O Aotearoa.    

Set aside time to visit the expo and take part 

in the activities – it’s located adjacent to the 

operations centre and entertainment truck. 

Tupu Lisati in action for Kelston v St Paul's,  
2014 NZRL Schools final (Photosport) 
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additional distractions created by club footy, 

studies and the other rugby code. 

“We have had a significant number of ‘in  

and outs’, and by the time we reached the  

Auckland final, we were limited in terms of 

players that were eligible. 

“But I was impressed with the way in which 

the boys stepped up.”  

With a proud tradition in the 15-a-side  

game, Kelston has often seemed a reluctant 

league powerhouse, but the success of its 

programme has made it slightly more  

acceptable. 

“The school is supportive, but it’s hard,”  

admits Gordon, who is also principal of the  

local intermediate school and proud of how 

his team represents the West Auckland  

community.  

“We do get more recognition now, but rugby 

union is still the #1 sport in secondary 

schools.” 

Now the Auckland title has gone and the  

national shield is back with New Zealand  

Rugby League, Gordon is keenly aware that 

Kelston’s rugby league trophy cabinet is bare.  

But he’s careful not to use the prospect of a 

three-peat to motivate his players over the 

next week. 

“With this group, I’ve tried to put an  

emphasis on winning it for the first time. 

“Those other wins are past and if we have 

that hunger, that will motivate us. 

“The boys did mention, after the Auckland 

final though, that their performance could 

have been better and they were looking  

forward to the nationals to make up for it.” 

 

Watch out for Kiwi #609 and Vodafone  

Warriors development manager Duane Mann, 

patrolling the sidelines this week, spotting 

talent and sharing his thoughts on the teams 

to watch as the tournament progresses. 

 

Here are some of the other activities  

featuring at this week’s NZRL National 

Secondary Schools Tournament … 

 

Powhiri welcome 
9am, Monday, August 31 at Papakura HS gym 

School uniform 

All players and staff must attend, followed  

by a briefing on player expectations for the 

event. Management meeting for all team staff 

afterwards. 

 

Team photos 
11.30am, Monday, August 31 at Bruce Pulman 

Park 

School playing uniform 

Teams will be assigned a time slot before their 

first game. 

 

Leadership module 
6.30-8.30pm, Tuesday, September 1 at  

Papakura HS 

School uniform 

Each school must send four players, one of 

which must be the captain. Team staff also 

welcome to attend. 

 

School visits 
1-3.30pm, Wednesday, September 2, meeting 

at Bruce Pulman Park 

Tracksuit or team sports uniform 

Two representatives from each team will visit 

local schools to pass on the lessons from the 

leadership module and interact with children in 

the community. 

 

Staff dinner 
6.30pm, Wednesday, September 2 at  

Papakura HS hall 

Smart casual attire 

Up to two staff members from each team to 

attend, with gift to present to tournament 

hosts Papakura HS.  

 

Awards ceremony 
3.30pm, Thursday, September 3 at East 

Lounge, Mt Smart Stadium 

School uniform 

Awards will be followed by light refreshments 

and an opportunity to tour the NZ Warriors  

facility, including first-grade team training. 



9am Powhiri — official welcome Papakura HS Gym 

 

11.30am Team photos Bruce Pulman  

Pavilion 

 

1pm St Paul’s College v Rosehill College 
Referee - Chris McMillan; touch - Atene Karuria & Joe Green 

Manurewa HS v Manukura School 
Referee - Nick Gibson; touch - Henare Chadwick & Taylor Waenga 

Kelston BHS v Papatoetoe HS 
Referee - Tane Kaiwai; touch - Brendan Tarawhiti & Tim Finlay 

 

Bruce Pulman 1 

 

Bruce Pulman 5 

 

Bruce Pulman 3 

1.15pm Tokoroa HS v Tamaki College 
Referee - Hone Kareko; touch - Sonny Whakarau & Graeme Hill 

Mt Albert Grammar v Southern Cross Campus 
Referee - Noel Woods; touch - Tony Cuccurullo & Nick Waihi 

Howick College v James Cook HS 
Referee - Okena Simon; touch - Antoinette Grootjans & Taylor  
Makoare 

 

Bruce Pulman 6 

 

Bruce Pulman 2 

 

Bruce Pulman 4 

 

2.30pm Mt Roskill Grammar v Aranui HS 
Referee - Atene Karuria; touch - Brendan Tarawhiti & Joe Green 

Otahuhu College v Aorere HS 
Referee - Henare Chadwick; touch - Nick Gibson & Tane Kaiwai 

Trident HS v Wesley College 
Referee - Tim Finlay; touch - Antoinette Grootjans & Okena Simon  

 

Bruce Pulman 1 

 

Bruce Pulman 3 

 

Bruce Pulman 5 

2.45pm Westlake BHS v Whangarei BHS 
Referee - Tony Cuccurullo; touch - Hone Kareko & Sonny Whakarau 

Papakura HS v St Thomas of Canterbury  
Referee - Taylor Waenga; touch - Taylor Makoare & Chris McMillan 

Francis Douglas Memorial v Onehunga HS 
Referee - Graeme Hill; touch - Nick Waihi & Noel Woods 

Bruce Pulman 4 

 

Bruce Pulman 2 

 

Bruce Pulman 6 

 

   

   

   

   


